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Classes at Bramham Village Hall:
Tuesday 7pm and 8.15pm

Wednesday 6pm
Class via Zoom
Friday 9.15am

Classes are suitable for all levels.
Fiona Harris 07906 937352
fionacharris@gmail.com
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NEED SOMEWHERE TO STAY IN 
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The Outlook Team wishes all their Contributors, Distributors, 
Advertisers and Readers a Very Happy Christmas  

 

Clifford Advent Trail 2024 
Throughout December the following houses will be displaying a festive window or outdoor 

display for you to enjoy; where it’s known when the decoration will go live I have included this 
but if it’s not there when you go, please do go back: 

Merry Christmas Everyone! 
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From the October Parish Council meeting  
The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm at Clifford Village Hall.  The meeting 
dates for 2024 are: January 17th, February 21st, March 20th, April 17th, May 15th, June 19th , July 17th, August – no 
meeting, September 18th, October 16th, November 20th and December 18th.  
The agenda and minutes are published at www.cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Residents are welcome to attend Parish Council Meetings and there is a public participation session at before the 
Council meeting starts. If there are any issues you would like to raise with the council, but you are not able to attend the 
meeting, please contact clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 
Fibre broadband The council received a presentation from Quickline Communications who are undertaking a project 
to install a fibre broad band network in Boston Spa, Clifford and Bramham. 704 properties in Clifford will be connected 
and the work is scheduled to be completed by May 2025.  Where possible existing ducting will be used to install the 
cables, but some additional poles and cabinets will need to be installed on verges.  
For further information contact communityengagement@quickline.co.uk  
 
Neighbourhood Plan The council has agreed to set up a Working Group to review the Clifford Neighbourhood Plan. 
The plan was adopted in 2017 and there is now the opportunity to review the plan, and amend it if necessary, to 
address any changes and challenges that Clifford faces.To see the current Neighbourhood Plan go to 
cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk/clifford-parish-council-neighbourhood-plan/  
 
Bramham Primary School The council has agreed to contribute up to £10,000 towards the cost of installing an 
additional entrance at the rear of Bramham Primary School. This will improve the safety of children and their carers who 
walk to the school from Clifford. Bramham Parish Council have also committed to contribute £10,000 to the project.  
 
Dog fouling There has been an increase in dog fouling at the Clifford Community Sports Ground (CCSG). This presents 
a health risk to the children who play football there.  Notices will be installed at the CCSG reminding dog walkers that it 
is their responsibility to clear up after their dogs.  If the problem persists the council will consider banning public access 
to CCSG. 
 
LCC Highways Road Safety Meeting The next quarterly meeting will take place on 3 December 2024 at the Bramham 
Parish Centre.  Contact the clerk if there are any issues you would like to raise at the meeting.  
 
Remembrance Day Thank you to all the residents who attended the Remembrance Sunday Service at the Clifford War 
Memorial.  The collection for the Royal British Legion raised £468.23.  
 

Carols around the Christmas Tree 

7 pm Thursday 19th December 2024  

 
Everyone is invited to attend the singing of Christmas Carols around the Christmas tree at the War 

Memorial. Wrap up warn and join in the singing and enjoy a mince pie.  

 

A collection will be held for Martin House Children’s Hospice  

 

 

Contacting the Parish Council  
Email  clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk if you have any questions or comments for the Council,  
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Save the date! 
       Everyone's welcome to join us for a social celebration (Pizza.   

People. Planet) on Tuesday 17th December from 18.30 at Tom 
Foolery, Boston Spa. Please let us know if you will be joining us, 
by emailing adrian.balcombe@bostongreengroup.co.uk 

 

So, what a brilliant movie Wilding was, insightful and 
inspirational, thank you for supporting Wetherby cinema. The 
movie is also now available to stream 
at www.justwatch.com/uk/movie/wilding-2024 
Want to help restore nature in your own garden? Buy the 
Wilding book? There are local autumnal opportunities for 
volunteering in Wetherby, Boston Spa & local schools to 
improve local nature & biodiversity too, read more in our 
current newsletter (see 'News' on bostongreengroup.co.uk) 
and get involved. Also, which member of our 
community recently won a 'powerful people' award for his 
work on BEET (what's that?), learn more energy saving 
ideas as we head into the autumn, be inspired by Christmas 

eco ideas & help support us with our recently 
launched Just Giving campaign. 
The group is run by local volunteers who give 
their time freely yet need regular resources to 
continue to accomplish our plans. You may not 
be able to physically support us, but a 
contribution (big or small) would make a 
difference (bostongreengroup.co.uk/just-
giving) 
 

Adrian, Chair  
Boston Spa Wetherby and Villages 

Community Green Group

 
Come home to a clean house 

 

Our professionally trained team of 
maids will make your home sparkle. 
We tailor our cleans to your individual 
needs, schedule and budget. 

• Uniformed and professionally trained 
staff 

• 100% guaranteed and fully insured 
• Regular and occasional cleans 
• Free in home estimate 
• All materials supplied 
• No contracts 

 

Arrange your no obligation in home 
quote today 

Please call: 0113 4571509 
Email: office.leedsnorth@mollymaid.co.uk 
www.mollymaid.co.uk 

 MOLLYMAIDinUK 
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Once again, instead of sending individual Christmas Cards, we’re sending 
our Season’s Greetings via Outlook and donating, this year, to St Gemma’s 

Hospice.  
Christine Maskill wishes neighbours and friends a very Merry Christmas & Best Wishes for the New Year. 
 

Wishing all my friends and colleagues a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and with all Good Wishes for 
2025 from Joan Dyson. 
 

Helen and Don Chambers wish all their friends and neighbours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to friends and neighbours. Wishing you all the best for 2025. From 
Yvonne Malthouse x. 
 

Glennis and Will wish all their friends and neighbours a very Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for a Healthy 
and Happy New Year. 
 

Best wishes to all my friends and neighbours; have a Merry Xmas and a Happy and Healthy 2025 from Lyn 
Parkin. 
 

Elaine at No 9 wishes all at Victoria Place a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Have a wonderful Festive Season with your family and friends. Ivor Drake. 
 

Chris Allen wishes all my friends and neighbours a Great Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

The very Best of Greetings to all our friends and neighbours for Christmas, Yuletide and the New Year.  Liz 
and Alan Pennington. 
 

Kevin and Jen Monaghan wish all friends and neighbours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Wishing all my friends and neighbours in the village a very Happy Christmas and every blessing for the New 
Year. From Sue Park. 
 

Pete and Kath Burdall wish our friends and neighbours in Clifford a Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year. 
 

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year to all friends and neighbours from Pete and Ros. 
 

Wishing every blessing and a Happy Christmas to all in Clifford and St Edward’s parish. From Father Michael 
Ingwell. 
 

Chuck and Marg Lindley wish all their friends and neighbours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 
and Peaceful New Year. 
 

Wishing all my friends and neighbours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year. From 
Pauline Winterburn. 
 

Steve and Sandy at the Albion wish all our customers a very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year. 
 

Molly O’Reilly wishes all her friends and neighbours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year. 
 

Merry Christmas to all our lovely neighbours in Lairum Rise and friends in the village. From Nick and Maria 
Cameron. 
 
 

 
CLIFFORD OUTLOOK CHRISTMAS QUIZ DECEMBER 2024 
 
Here are some Christmas quiz questions to get you in the festive mood. 

1. How many different flavours are there in a standard tub of Quality Street? 
2. Which country was the first to use the tradition of the Christmas tree? 
3. Christmas Island, a territory of the Commonwealth of Australia, is located in which ocean? 
4. Bob Geldof and Midge Ure wrote the song ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas?’ in which year? 
5. Name the fictional character created by Dr Seuss that stole Christmas? 
6. Which country donates the Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square each year?  
7. How many ghosts show up in ‘A Christmas Carol’, and can you name them? 
8. The film ‘Miracle on 34th Street’ is based on a real life department store – what is it? 
9. What is the best-selling Christmas song of all time? 
10. In the film ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’, what happens every time a bell rings?  

 
Answers in next month’s edition.  
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THE VILLAGE HUB @ Bramham Village Hall 
Christmas Special 2024  

Monday 16th December 12pm to 3pm 
It is two years since a small group of volunteers got together to set up "The Village Hub" in Bramham 
Village Hall. To celebrate we are inviting all our Village Hub regulars, and any local residents who might 
be feeling lonely and have no one to share Christmas with, to our special Christmas event on Monday 16 
December at Bramham Village Hall. Bring a neighbour, friend, relative or carer. All welcome!!! 
Together we will celebrate Christmas with a warm welcome, decorations, live entertainment by Emma 
James, a table buffet meal and great conversation.  
Please contact Pete Dunn by phone, text or Whatsapp on 07867 537602 to register an interest in attending 
so we have an idea how many to cater for. 
 

 
 

 

 
The Community Christmas Day Lunch  

Bramham Village Hall 
The Village Hall Committee are delighted to confirm that, thanks to the kindness of a small group of volunteer 
elves, our Community Christmas Day Lunch will go ahead this year 
 

We are sending out this special invitation to any local residents, who will be spending Christmas without family 
and friends, to join us for a traditional Christmas Day lunch, even though you might have plans for Boxing Day.  
You can come on your own or if you have a partner or relative or carer we would be delighted to welcome 
them, too. Or you may have a neighbour or friend who might like to come along with you. There is no charge 
and we can also arrange transport for you. 
Lunch will be at 12.30pm for a pre-lunch drink, followed by a traditional Christmas dinner. After lunch there will 
be an opportunity to watch the Kings’ speech at 3pm together with other guests before we clear up. 
It will help us to plan if you can let us know that you would like to join us. Please get in touch with Pete Dunn 
on 07867 537602 (by phone, text or Whatsapp) or use the reply slip from this magazine (also available from 
the Bramham Village Hub, Church or GP Surgery). 

Please come and join us! 

 

Community Christmas Day Lunch at Bramham Village Hall 
12.30pm – 3.30pm 

Reply Slip 
Will you join us for the Christmas Day lunch? You might be single, widowed, mother and daughter, father 
and son, neighbours, friends, married couple, unmarried couple, or any combination. All welcome!!! 

Please fill in the details below and pop it through Bramham Village Hall’s letterbox, leave it at Bramham 
Church or send it to Pete Dunn at 65 Lyndon Road, Bramham LS23 6RH. 

Your Name………………………………………………………………. 

Your Address…………………………………………………………… 

Your phone no…………………………………………………………. 

Any Dietary requirements……………………………………….. 

I would like transport………………………………………………. 

                       I will be accompanied by…………………………………………. 
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Open Day  9th November 2024 
Many thanks to everyone who visited our Open Day in November. It was a repeat of our very successful first 
Open Day last year, when 101 visitors attended. We never expected to get anywhere near that figure with a 
repeat performance, so imagine our delight when, at 5pm when we closed the shop, we had counted 97 
people through the door! 
All were very complimentary about the exhibits we had on show and the information passed on via our 
archive and the continuous slide show. 
The presentation was running all afternoon, and great interest was expressed in seeing photos of the shops 
which used to supply the village. The pictures of the Mill Pond in its heyday, together with contrasts between 
the layout of the village over the last 100 or so years were greatly appreciated. 
We had two display screens linked up to our digital archive, and visitors were able to interrogate facts, photos, 
and the 1921 census details, with help from the group members. 
The Group were delighted to welcome many newcomers to our presentation, including Rev Abi Alex, the new 
minister of Clifford Methodist Church, and the new Head Teacher of St John’s School Kevin Harrington.  
Once again, thank you all for attending. The support for our small group from the village is much appreciated. 
“Interested to learn more, got some history to share, or wish to get involved as a group member? 
Contact us at cliffordhistorygroup@gmail.com” 

 
Out and About in Clifford 
Celebrations 
As October ended the decorations for Hallowe’en began to appear. There were the customary skeletons, 
giant spiders, pumpkins, ghosts etc. with ample amounts of white webbing to accompany. The impression this 
year was that the displays were as inventive as usual but fewer seemed to have them. Do some folk think the 
use of plastic fibre webbing is inappropriate when we are trying to tackle microplastic etc? It was intriguing to 
see ‘Happy Hallowe’en’. On the basis of what it is supposed to be about, does that really fit?   
Lots of Scaffolding 
During our supposedly summer months there seemed to be a stream of scaffolding going up around the 
village which is inevitable among a collection of some very mature buildings. Pointing 
seemed to have been very much in hand with a number of skilled workmen using 
lime mortar. We should be grateful to the owners of these properties who are seeking 
to keep our heritage in good shape & preserving the character of our surroundings. 
On the other hand, some scaffolding was for installing solar panels.   
One of the scaffolded locations receiving major attention was on Bramham Road 
opposite the baptismal well which seems to be renovation of the remaining section of 
the bell tower for the former Roman Catholic primary school - a welcome 
preservation of an important item of village history. Unfortunately, the section which 
held the bell came down some years ago & it seems only an old photograph remains. 
The village stopped for Ray 
On 5th November, traffic on Willow Lane was stopped for a short while as a funeral cortège passed by saying 
farewell to a well-known and long-lived member of the community. For many years Ray Norman, who worked 
with many skills in his jobs, used his personal time to keep a smallholding in Westfield  Lane. His family 
decided that he should make his final journey from home in a wicker coffin on an agricultural cart pulled by a 
veteran tractor. It honoured him and his love of the land as he left the village. It was a tender scene reminding 
us of all those folk who once ploughed and worked the fields around Clifford long ago. 
Remembrance Day 
As is customary, residents of the village gathered at our War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday to honour 
those who lost their lives in the two world wars. Of all the community only two descendants have names of 
predecessors carved on the list. It was a large gathering which is difficult to accommodate at the busy road 
junction. It was welcome to see one cyclist having the courtesy to wait for an appropriate pause before 
passing through. It’s a pity that some vehicles don’t do the same. Two newly-appointed ministers for the area 
were present and took part: Abi Alex for the Methodists and Hannah Moore for the Anglicans.  

 
RAY NORMAN 

The family of Ray Norman would like to thank everyone for their kind words and support during this difficult 
time. It was a great comfort to us all.                                                                            Chris, Julie and family 
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Answers to Quiz from last month 
1. Franklyn D. Roosevelt 
2. The Sistine Chapel 
3. Snooker (Whispering Ted) 
4. Juan Carlos I 
5. LS Lowry 
6. Sergeant Ernest (Ernie) Bilko 
7. 1605 
8. Plymouth 
9. James Bond 
10. Scorpio and Sagittarius 

 

Clifford Methodist Church 
Schoolroom Hire 
Our premises in Clifford has availability for hire on Thursday and Friday evenings and Saturdays each 
week. If you could make use of our facilities, please contact Catherine Catton on 01937 843055 for details. 
Coffee Morning  
At Clifford Methodist Church we hold a coffee morning every Tuesday at 10am.  If you would like a coffee and 
chat with friends new and old, come along and join us - EVERYONE is so very welcome. 

Closure of Gate in Nursery Way 
Please note that the gate at the end of Nursery Way leading into the Methodist Church car park will be locked 
to the general public for 24 hours from 12 noon on the last Sunday of this and every year to avoid becoming a 
public right of way. 
We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for your understanding. 
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Christmas is coming, which means..... 
The Mummers are coming!!! 

As in previous years, The Holbeck Moor Mummers will be performing their mummers play at the Christmas 
folk gathering at The Albion, Clifford on Wednesday 18th December. There is no charge - but the hat will 
go round, with proceeds to St Gemma’s Hospice. The session gets going a bit after 8pm. 
 

Mummers plays are a (mainly English) tradition going back hundreds of years. Round these parts they’re 
known as Mummers, in Cheshire they’re Soul Cakers, in East Anglia it’s Plough Monday - and Halloween 
may be a close relative. Many of these traditions are rooted in workers trying to raise a bit of money (and 
have a good time) when there wasn’t much work - or pay - in the Winter months.  his even extended into the 
West Midlands where the canal boatmen would go out as Molly Dancers to raise a bit of money when the 
canals were frozen over. (Molly Dancers could also be found in Lincolnshire and elsewhere.) 
 

Like many other villages, Clifford had its own mumming side but, as with many others, the Clifford mummers 
play declined in the latter years of the 20th century. I understand that a DVD of the Clifford Mummers 
performances between 1994 to 1997 is in existence.  
 

The Holbeck Moor Mummers were formed in Leeds in 1962 in an effort to revive a long-time Yorkshire 
Christmas custom. It must have succeeded since they’re still performing every Christmas. 
 

You can read more about the Holbeck Moor Mummers in an article published over ten years ago at 
https://folkplay.info/forum/traditional-drama-forum-no9/features/40-years-holbeck-moor-mummers (or search 
Holbeck Moor Mummers FolkPlay) 
 

So come along to The Albion on Wednesday 18th December and join in the fun, the Christmas songs, the 
live music, and The Holbeck Moor Mummers (including a Cliffordian member). Fling some cash into the hat 
- all proceeds going to support St Gemma’s Hospice. 
 

Don’t forget the fairly folkie music gatherings at The Albion on the third Wednesday of every month. 
 

John Curtin 
(I’m not the Clifford resident performing with the mummers although I have stepped in for a part with them on 
two occasions - when they were absolutely desperate!) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLIFFORD WALKING GROUP - DECEMBER WALK AND LUNCH 
The December Walk and lunch will take place on Thursday 19th. The walk will be led by Lyn Parkin and 
start from The Scotts Arms, Sicklinghall at 10am. This will be a short walk of 3.5 to 4 miles, finishing at 
the Scotts Arms in time for lunch. 
The lunch is pre-arranged, but you are welcome to come on the walk only. Please let me know by ringing 
01937 842768 if you are new to the group in case of changes. 
 

    
 

LINTON ANTIQUE SOCIETY        DESIGN | CRAFT | SOCIAL & LOCAL HISTORY 
lintonantiquesociety.org.uk | info@lintonantiquesociety.org 
 

Thursday 12 December 2024, 8.00pm, Linton Memorial Hall 
HUMPHRY REPTON AND THE YORKSHIRE RED BOOKS - Dr. Patrick Eyres 

Non-members are welcome: the entrance fee is £10, which counts towards the membership fee if you join on 
the same night.                                                                www.lintonantiquesociety.org.uk  0113 345 1815 

     BOOK SALES AT CLIFFORD VILLAGE HALL       
 

Wishing all our purchasers and donors a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year! 

 

Thank you for all your support both in giving and purchasing books over the past year – 
we very much appreciate it. 

 

We look forward to receiving your next donation of books or hope that your selection 
from the table helps to brighten-up the long, dark evenings! 

 

Helen Chambers, on behalf of the Village Hall Supporters Group 

` 
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DOMESTIC  ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS             PAVING 
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Free Estimates & Advice 

 

 

 
OUTLOOK CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
 

Small advertisements 
£1 per month per item. 

 
For advice or assistance in 
preparing material, writing 

articles 
etc.  845575 

 
Material for publication 

must be received by noon 
on the 15th of the month 
(Saturday and Sunday 

included) prior to the issue 
in 

which it is to 
appear. 

 
cliffordoutlook@gmail.

com 
4 Willow Glade, Clifford 

LS23 6ST 
 

Reminder: when giving 
details of an event be 
sure to provide day & 
date, time and venue. 

 
All items must  state the 
contributor's name and 
address which can be 

withheld from publication 
on request. 

PLUMBING SOLUTIONS 

COMPLETE BATHROOMS 
OVER 30 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

07871057211
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 LOCAL ADVERTISING FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Cost e�ective advertising for local businesses 

 

 

 

For more information about these and other printing 
solutions for the Hospitality sector, contact:

Andrew 07733 026416  •  andrew@a1press.co.uk

PRESS LTD
PRINTING SOLUTIONS

Unit 715C • Thorp Arch Estate • Wetherby • LS23 7FY
 Tel: 01937 588750 • www.a1press.co.uk

Litho Print Large  
Format

Promotional 
Merchandise 

Direct Mail
Creative
Digital Print

Short Run 
Packaging

For more information about these and other printing 
solutions for the Hospitality sector, contact:

Andrew 07733 026416  •  andrew@a1press.co.uk

PRESS LTD
PRINTING SOLUTIONS



LOCAL ADVERTISING FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Cost effective advertising for local businesses

is always available in OUTLOOK
Your advertisement will reach 870 households in Clifford each month.

For further details email: cliffordoutlookadverts@gmail.com

 

 

B&B - Holiday Cottages 
 

B&B and 2 cottages in Boston Spa 

1 cottage in Bramham 

01937 845592 David & Anne Watts 
www.fourgables.co.uk 
info@f ourgables.co.uk 

DOUGLAS YEADON  
HARDWARE  

 
FOR ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD NEEDS 

 
• DIY Tools; Timber; Fixings 

• COOKSHOP Pots & Pans 

• EASIYO Yogurt makers 

• SECURITY Locks; Key cutting 

• GARDEN Composts; Seeds; Etc. 

• DECORATING Paints & Woodcare 

Dulux Colour Tinting Centre 
 

FREE L OCAL  DELIV E RY  
 

169 HI G H S T REET, BOS T ON SPA  
  01937 842338  

www.d ougla s yeadonhar dware.co. uk  
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OVER 30 YEARS 
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Cost e�ective advertising for local businesses  
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Andrew 07733 026416  •  andrew@a1press.co.uk
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PRINTING SOLUTIONS


