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PILATES
Classes at Bramham Village Hall:

Tuesday 7pm and 8.15pm
Wednesday 6pm
Class via Zoom
Friday 9.15am

Classes are suitable for all levels.
Fiona Harris 07906 937352
fionacharris@gmail.com

Charming Stone Cottage in Aberford, LS25
Looking for a weekend retreat or short-term let? 
Pump Hill Barn offers:
• Two beautifully furnished bedrooms
• Fully equipped kitchen, conservatory and utility room
• Private garden to relax outdoors
Close to Leeds & York, with easy access to the M1, A1 & M62
it’s perfect for getaways, relocations or interim housing. 
We welcome guests with one well-behaved dog.
Tel: 0113 281 3541 or 07470 342471 
Visit our website: www.pumphillbarn.co.uk
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to all our contributors, distributors, readers and advertisers.
from the OUTLOOK team

Clifford Outlook turns 50!
In December 2025 the Clifford Outlook
Magazine will be 50 years old!
It started in 1975 and has been produced
every month since then. The only period
when it was not actually delivered to every
household in Clifford was from June to
December 2020 due to the restrictions in
place for the covid pandemic although it was
still available online.
Since the beginning it has been edited,
collated and distributed by a team of
volunteers. The Outlook is a community
magazine, independent of the church and
the parish council, which is funded mainly by
advertising alongside some grants and
donations. There have been a few
occasions over the years when the
magazine has come close to folding but,
thanks to the generosity of individual
members of the community, community
groups, parish council & ward councillors, it
has managed to survive.
Throughout this year we will be including
articles that have appeared over the last 50
years – to the left is the front page of the
very first edition. Also of note is that one of
the advertisers from that very first edition is
still advertising with us today – a big thank
you to Douglas
Yeadon
Hardware.

Season's Greetings in Outlook

Thank you all so much for your donations for the above. I have sent £280 to St Gemma's Hospice and
received this reply:

'Your donation is greatly appreciated and will make a real difference, helping us to continue caring for patients
and their families, this year and next'.

We first had Seasons's Greetings in Outlook in 2006 when we donated £64 to Macmillan so thank you
everyone for your generosity and to all the new people who have joined in recent years.

Lyn Parkin.
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CLIFFORD LADIES

Thursday 9th January 2025

THE ARCTIC AND ANTARCTIC
POLAR REGIONS

How different are they ?

A Presentation by Caroline Varley

Join us at 7.15 p.m. for a 7.30 p.m. start in the Meeting
Room at Clifford Village Hall

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served.

Visitors £4 each meeting. Preferably in cash, please.

Look forward to seeing you there. Bring a friend.

Further Info Tel: Liz 07851 401911

or Yvonne 07960 962048

ANSWERS TO CLIFFORD OUTLOOK DECEMBER QUIZ FROM LAST MONTH’S EDITION

1. 12 different flavours.
2. Germany.
3. The Indian Ocean.
4. 1984.
5. The Grinch (from ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas!’, a children’s book by Dr Seuss)
6. Norway.
7. There are 4 ghosts in ‘A Christmas Carol’ – Jacob Marley, Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to

Come.
8. Macy’s department store in New York.
9. White Christmas by Bing Crosby.
10. An angel gets his wings.
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The Clifford Mystery Man: Joseph Diggle

The Clifford Opportunity Grant (COG), since its introduction, has been providing financial support to
youngsters for a wide range of educational activities. So where is the funding for this coming from? The
answer is Joseph Diggle, a man whose name is not widely known within the village. We do not know why he
made such a generous endowment to our community.
In 1875 he set up a Trust which he called the ‘Diggles First Fruits’ by endowing to the village a terrace of four
houses, built in 1840, which he had purchased some years later. The houses were rented out and the income
provided finance to develop education in the village. An early purpose of the Trust was to provide weekly and
Sunday schools. This might have followed as a result of the Education Act of 1870. Later it gave financial
support to children in Clifford to attend a Grammar School, providing they passed an Exhibition set by the
Trust. (In those days, these were fee paying.) With the changes in our education system, over the many
years since, the Trust’s system has been modified several times, eventually becoming COG. By then, all of
the houses had been sold with the proceeds being invested to generate a supporting income.
So why did he look so kindly on the village? As far as we know, he never lived in Clifford. He is not recorded
in any documents – censuses etc. as doing so. However, his father, James, lived for some time in one of the
houses of the terrace and he is buried in St. Luke’s Churchyard. Joseph and his wife lived in Tadcaster for a
few years during which time a daughter was born to them in 1846. Her birth certificate shows Joseph as a
‘contractor’. So It seems he was based in that town as, along with his father, he was involved in building a
section of the railway being laid between Church Fenton and Harrogate. Several documents describe some
of his activity at work. One recorded a legal dispute which led to him paying a fine.
By the census of 1851 he was in Wimbledon described as a ‘surveyor and builder’ but in that same year he
donated land in Clifford for the Methodists to build a Day school. In 1855 he donated land for the Clifford
Methodist congregation to build a new chapel which still stands today. (Incidentally the centenary booklet,
1955, of the Methodist church does mention him.) In 1856/7 he was in Dover carrying out substantial
maintenance work at the castle. By 1860 he was involved in building a chapel in the town for the Primitive
Methodists. In 1861 he was on the census for the town and again in 1871, that time as a lodger. In 1869 he
had taken residence in Torquay remaining there for the rest of his life. During that time local newspapers
carried several reports of him financially supporting the activities of local Methodist and Wesleyan chapels.
So, when he set up the ‘First Fruits’ he was living a long way from Clifford. The Indenture describes him as
‘Joseph Diggle formerly of Tadcaster in the County of York but now of Wellswood Park Torquay.’
In truth, he had been ‘of Tadcaster’ by only a smidgen of his life. Through much of his life Diggle maintains his
interest as a benefactor to our village from afar. He maintained some property ownerships and, as according
to electoral laws at the time, he keeps his name on the Electoral Register. As far as we know he never
returned for any length of time to our village. He died in 1888 leaving £7,800 and he was laid to rest with
what can only be described as an ornate headstone in Torquay.
In 2025 we will be benefiting from his bequest for the 150th year. Among the signatories of the original
trustees includes one with a well-known name in our village: Bellwood, perpetuated in a street name. Diggle’s
generosity to our village’s young people, irrespective of denomination or none and to the Methodist
congregation continues. However, there is no feature in the village which daily reminds us of him in the same
way as the Bellwood name is remembered.

Interested to learn more? Got some history to share? Wish to get involved as a group member?
Contact us at cliffordhistorygroup@gmail.com

CLIFFORD WALKING GROUP - JANUARY WALK

The January walk will take place on Thursday 16th. This will be a Winter Mystery Walk led by
Lyn Parkin. Details will be emailed to the Walking Group but if you want to join us, please
contact Pauline Winterburn 01937 842768 for more information Everyone is welcome.
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LINTON ANTIQUE SOCIETY DESIGN | CRAFT | SOCIAL & LOCAL HISTORY
lintonantiquesociety.org.uk | info@lintonantiquesociety.org

The art of printing fine art at the Linton Antique Society

Daniel Pegg of the Penfold Press has been printing fine art prints at his studio for over twenty years,
working closely with a range of contemporary artists, including Mark Hearld, Angie Lewin, Angela
Harding and Clive Hicks-Jenkins. In this Zoom presentation on Thursday 9 January at 8.00pm, speaking
live from his studio, he will talk about the various techniques he uses and how such creative
collaborations develop, with particular reference to a series of prints created with the artist and illustrator,
Emily Sutton. A fascinating insight into a thriving corner of the art world.

You can become a member of the Society for just £30, individual, and £55, joint, which gives access to all the
presentations during the season. You can join through the Society’s website www.lintonantiquesociety.org.uk or by
contacting the Membership Secretary on 0113 345 1815. This Zoom meeting is open to Non-members for a fee of
£10 – please email info@lintonantiquesociety.org to book a ticket.
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From the November 2024 Parish Council meeting
The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm at Clifford Village Hall. The
meeting dates for 2025 are: January 15th, February 19th, March 19th, April 16th, May 21st, June 18th, July 16th,
August – no meeting, September 17th, October 15th, November 19th and December 17th.
The agenda and minutes are published at www.cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk

Residents are welcome to attend Parish Council Meetings and there is a public participation session before
the Council meeting starts. If there are any issues you would like to raise with the council, but you are not able
to attend the meeting, please contact clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk

Northways Carpark
The council approved the cost of marking out the Northways carpark and this work has now been completed.
This should ensure more efficient use of the carpark. There are 36 parking spaces, including 2 disabled
parking spaces. Residents and visitors using Northways are asked to park in the carpark rather than on the
street.

Neighbourhood Plan Review Working Group
Cllrs Ian Bartlett, Laura Softly and Angela Wills have been appointed to the Neighbourhood Plan review
Working Group. Go to www.cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk/clifford-parish-council-neighbourhood-plan to see the
current plan. Information about the review process, and how to get involved, will be published there and in
Outlook over the coming months.

Grit bins
Leeds City Council are responsible for the grit bins in Clifford. You can report an empty or damaged blue grit
bin at communitycommitteefunding@leeds.gov.uk and empty or damaged yellow and green grit bin at
salt.prov@leeds.gov.uk At the December meeting the council will consider funding a grit bin to be installed on
the recently resurfaced unadopted road by Northways.

Construction traffic on Grove Road The council is aware of concerns about Martin House construction
traffic parking on Grove Road. This is a safety risk for both vehicles and pedestrians using Grove Road. In
accordance with the conditions attached to the planning consent, construction traffic should be parked on the
site. It was agreed that the council will contact LCC and Martin House about this issue

LCC Highways Safety Meeting
Cllrs Tony Blackmore, Sue Park and Ryan Bray attended the quarterly meeting with LCC Highways to
consider highway safety issues in both Clifford and Bramham. Representatives from Bramham Parish Council
and the Ward Councillors also attended the meeting. At the previous meeting it was agreed that the
installation of a new rear entrance to Bramham Primary School was the top priority for the area. Clifford and
Bramham Parish Councils have agreed to each contribute £10,000 towards the cost of the work. This is now
scheduled to take place in January 2025. It will be necessary for there to be a one-way system on Bramham
Road whilst the work is being undertaken. Once the dates have been confirmed more information will be
published on the council website.

It was agreed that:
● Installation of an assisted crossing by the Clifford War Memorial is the next priority in Clifford. The

Parish Council has agreed to fund the work and LCC will prepare a detailed scheme early in 2025.
● Rhodes Lane has been added to the LCC road maintenance programme as it is an adopted road.
● LCC will undertake a speed survey on Bramham Road by the entrance to Northways

Progress on these projects will be reviewed at the next LCC Highways Safety meeting on 4th March 2025.

Contacting the Parish Council
Email clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk if you have any questions or comments for the Council,
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7th March 2025. 7.15 for 8.00 pm

Tickets £10. Tables of 6. Payable before the event please.

Pay by Bank Transfer or Cash.

Ploughman’s Supper Platter on each table.

Wine, Lager, Beer and soft drinks available for purchase.

Raffle. Stand up Bingo.

Contact Lyn Parkin 07717 323894 or Helen Chambers 07588 602164

?
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE NOVEMBER QUIZ 7th NOV. 2025

CAHA
CLIFFORD ALLOTMENT HOLDERS ASSOCIATION

Occasionally we do have vacant allotments and Clifford residents do get preference so if

you are interested in going on our waiting list please contact the Secretary

janedavies383@btinternet.com

We are a community of over 30 allotments based off Old Mill Lane.

We have a bee keeper keeping bees at the top of the allotments.
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OUT AND ABOUT AT CLIFFORD
Looking beyond
It’s sometimes worth comparing what’s going on with neighbouring places. We all remember that our
No. 7 bus service, Leeds, Wetherby and Harrogate, was cut to hourly rather than half-hourly without any
consultation. Bus users have found difficulties ever since. If a bus doesn’t run for some reason, a
two-hour gap is created. So it’s very annoying that, recently, the 840/843 Coastliner service through
Tadcaster has been increased from two to three per hour for part of the day. There has been some
griping in Tadcaster that some buses have been missing but overall it’s an improvement. There will be
some comments justifying that the route is used more than ours. But the problem is that the No. 7 is not
being heavily used because it’s not reliable nor frequent enough. There’s lots of talk about getting cars
off the road; you certainly can’t do this with a limited bus service as the only alternative. Our string of
villages – Walton, Thorp Arch, Boston Spa, Clifford, Bramham and Thorner surely make up a potentially
busy route.
And a good question: Why couldn’t the extra Coastliner be routed through Bramham, Clifford and
Boston Spa to provide a direct service to York. Three through Tadcaster would continue. In our
Neighbourhood Plan, presently under review, 78% of households expressed York as the most additional
destination requested for public transport.
Have we been lucky
The recent storm Darragh caused havoc in many parts of the country. We seem to have been spared
though, no doubt, some fences and roof tiles will have inevitably been displaced. Let’s hope no-one has
had any major trouble. Our chaps who put up our Festive tree did a good job putting it up as it resisted
the horrendous north wind howling up Willow Lane. After the blast it was only leaning a tiny bit. As with
many recent years, we have a splendid, nicely shaped tree generously lit. Perhaps its lean will make us
think of our fellow folk who have damage and flooding at the Season of Good Will.
Advent Trail
24 households put themselves on the map of festive windows or outdoor displays to lighten up the
village at this darkest time of the year. It appeared that many other houses made ‘informal’ displays or
placed their trees in a front window. The more, the merrier as they say. The custom has grown and it’s
become a clear expression of the village’s community spirit. Not everyone takes part in facebook and
other social media. Let’s cherish some things of the past
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CLIFFORD WALKERS -- THREE RIVERS
AND A CANAL
It was a sunny and mild November day
when 18 walkers set off from the edge of
Ripon beside the River Laver which soon
joined the River Skell along footpaths away
from the traffic. Leaving the riverside we
soon reached the Ripon canal basin where
we paused for a coffee break. We followed
the canal, which was built in 1773, by
William Jessop. It created a link between the
medieval city of Ripon and the navigable
section of the River Ure at Oxclose Lock,
providing boats with access to York and Hull.
We soon met another of our walkers who
had opted for a shorter walk. We continued
beside the canal, passing two locks and
were soon in open countryside passing boat
marinas. Reaching Ripon Wetlands, which
belongs to the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, we
paused at several places overlooking the
lakes to watch and identify the birds – we
fortunately had several keen birders with us.

Lunch was enjoyed at a group of convenient picnic tables, affording views over a lake and with
geese flying overhead. Leaving the wetlands and crossing the main Boroughbridge road we
then walked beside the River Ure before returning to the centre of Ripon along the river Skell
again. We were told we might see Kingfishers, but sadly, no luck. The last part of the walk
followed the Ripon Rowel to the cathedral where we spent a short time. Returning to our cars
we drove to Tates Garden Centre where we enjoyed refreshments. The journey home in the
gathering dusk gave us delightful views of skies of blue and shades of pink.

Thank you to Yvonne for leading us on an interesting and enjoyable walk along paths new to
most of us. Thanks also to her brother, Lester, for all the historical information at various places
we passed.
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B&B - Holiday Cottages
B&B and 2 cottagesin Boston Spa

1 cottage in Bramham

01937 845592 David & Anne Watts
www.fourgables.co.uk
info@f ourgables.co.uk

DOUGLAS YEADON
HARDWARE

FOR ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

• DIY Tools; Timber; Fixings

• COOKSHOP Pots & Pans

• EASIYO Yogurt makers

• SECURITY Locks; Key cutting

• GARDEN Composts; Seeds; Etc.

• DECORATING Paints & Woodcare

Dulux Colour Tinting Centre

FREE L OCAL DELIV E RY

169 HI G H S T REET, BOS T ON SPA
01937 842338

www.d ougla s yeadonhar dware.co. uk

OUTLOOK CONTRIBUTIONS

Small advertisements
£1 per month per item.

For advice or assistance in
preparing material, writing

articles
etc. 845575

Material for publication
must be received by noon
on the 15th of the month
(Saturday and Sunday

included) prior to the issue
in

which it is to
appear.

cliffordoutlook@gmail.
com

4 Willow Glade, Clifford
LS23 6ST

Reminder: when giving
details of an event be
sure to provide day &
date, time and venue.

All items must state the
contributor's name and
address which can be 

withheld from publication
on request.

G SUTTON
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS 

COMPLETE BATHROOMS 
OVER 30 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

07871057211

12 WILLOW LANE Tel: 07934 612812
CLIFFORD 01937 845903WETHERBY
WEST YORKSHIRE LS23 6JU

BRICK & STONEWORK POINTING & PLASTERING
DOMESTIC ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS PAVING

PORCHES

Free Estimates & Advice

LOCAL ADVERTISING FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

Cost e�ective advertising for local businesses
is always available in OUTLOOK

Your advertisement will reach 880 households in Clifford each month.

For further details email:  cliffordoutlookadverts@gmail.com
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LOCAL ADVERTISING FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

Cost e�ective advertising for local businesses

For more information about these and other printing 
solutions for the Hospitality sector, contact:

Andrew 07733 026416  •  andrew@a1press.co.uk

PRESS LTD
PRINTING SOLUTIONS

Unit 715C • Thorp Arch Estate • Wetherby • LS23 7FY
 Tel: 01937 588750 • www.a1press.co.uk

Litho Print Large  
Format

Promotional 
Merchandise 

Direct Mail
Creative
Digital Print

Short Run 
Packaging

For more information about these and other printing 
solutions for the Hospitality sector, contact:

Andrew 07733 026416  •  andrew@a1press.co.uk

PRESS LTD
PRINTING SOLUTIONS

LOCAL ADVERTISING FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Cost effective advertising for local businesses

is always available in OUTLOOK
Your advertisement will reach 870 households in Clifford each month.

For further details email: cliffordoutlookadverts@gmail.com
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