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PILATES
Classes at Bramham Village Hall:

Tuesday 7pm and 8.15pm
Wednesday 6pm
Class via Zoom
Friday 9.15am

Classes are suitable for all levels.
Fiona Harris 07906 937352
fionacharris@gmail.com

Charming Stone Cottage in Aberford, LS25
Looking for a weekend retreat or short-term let? 
Pump Hill Barn offers:
• Two beautifully furnished bedrooms
• Fully equipped kitchen, conservatory and utility room
• Private garden to relax outdoors
Close to Leeds & York, with easy access to the M1, A1 & M62
it’s perfect for getaways, relocations or interim housing. 
We welcome guests with one well-behaved dog.
Tel: 0113 281 3541 or 07470 342471 
Visit our website: www.pumphillbarn.co.uk



Clifford Outlook 50th Year 
Continuing our theme of 50 years of the Outlook Magazine... 

Below are two items from 2005 
 

    From Issue No. 351 February 2005 

 
 
 
From Issue No. 358 September 2005 – an extract from the obituary of Jack Billingsby who had 
been landlord of the Old Star for over 20 years and, by all accounts, was a bit of a character... 
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Green Bin Recycling with Leeds City Council 
 
In May this year I visited, together with u3a Environment Group, the Leeds Material Recycling Facility in 
Beeston.  They currently have the contract to sort the rubbish that we put into our green bins which are 
supplied by the council. 
We were all shocked to see the amount (and the smell!) of the contents of our bins which were tipped 
into a large area before being sorted by different means, (another story!) into a product that is then 
traded on the open market. 
A very pleasant woman took us round and explained some of the problems that are currently becoming 
worse, particularly the type of rubbish that is appearing in the green bins. She said they were finding 
soiled nappies, vapes, batteries, clothing, food waste and other items that should be nowhere near a 
green bin.  It makes the whole sorting process more complex and often whole loads are contaminated 
and useless for recycling.  At the moment, the situation is worse than a few years ago, the amount of 
non recyclable material in green bins has increased from 5% to 20%. 
The council does issue leaflets about recycling, I have the current one pinned up in my kitchen.  She 
said a rule of thumb was, if unsure, put the item into the black bin which goes to the incinerator. 
If you have transport, you can, of course, go to the tip at Thorp Arch (Household Waste Site) where 
there are all sorts of containers for different types of waste. 
Another issue was glass.  As you all know, you can now put glass bottles in the green bin. We had 
wondered how it was dealt with-it is crushed and the shards treated at another of their plants. We were 
told it was much more efficient if glass was taken, if possible, to Thorp Arch Tip. 
So please can we all make an effort and try to use less plastic and other problem materials and, most 
importantly, use the bins correctly.        Lyn Parkin 
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Outlook Magazine – ‘The Early Years’ 
With Outlook now in its 50th year, we in the History Group thought it might be interesting to read through 
the first 10 years’ of publications to see what interesting tidbits could be shared. 

Surprisingly, the early years of the Outlook magazine read very much like current Facebook ‘Grumbler’ 
pages, where residents would regularly send letters (leaving them in a specific box held at the village 
Post Office) for publication in the following month’s publication – editions are filled with complaints over 
litter, dog fouling, children climbing walls into gardens to steal fruit while trampling flowers, and 
complaints about noisy motorbikes and drivers exceeding speed limits. We often think of issues such 
as these as being a new problem – but alas no! I wonder how many of today’s ‘Grumblers’ are 
yesterday’s trouble makers ?! 

It's interesting to note that every edition would contain letters from the local clergy, with representation 
from the Methodist, Catholic, and Protestant churches – this tie to the local churches could also be 
seen in the logo of the magazine which was a crucifix form of the words “Clifford Outlook” (the “l” being 
shared by both words where they intersected) until 1981 when it shifted to an early version of the map 
which fronts today’s versions.  

There were regular sections from ‘David’s Dodges’ – offering handy tips (life-hacks in today’s lingo) 
such as how to open a bottle of wine with a screw, screwdriver, and pliers & the advice to hide a car 
key behind the hubcap or bumper of your car should you find yourself locked out (Ed. – not advised in 
today’s world of Keyless entry!!).  

Local groups were also regular contributors as they are today – you’d recognise the entries from 
Clifford Drama Group, but what about the ‘Cine’ group, Cubs, Scouts, and the WI? May 1982 saw what 
could be considered to be the first shoots of a Local History Group – with Pauline Winterburn (who 
remains a member of the History Group) enquiring as to the history of the Villages churches, mills, and 
pubs. Responses to which were published in subsequent months. 

These early years also tell us that local Brownies, Cubs, and Scouts planted over 2000 daffodils around 
the village in ’78 and ’79 – it’s possible that some of these can still be seen in areas such as around the 
War Memorial and on Northways. 

In January of 1978 a letter was sent thanking “Geoff Barker” and pals for setting up an emergency 
volunteer fire service in the village – does anybody know what happened to this? Did they ever see any 
action?  

There are also regular letters and updates about the potential to have a footpath to the now demolished 
Clifford Primary School – yet more proof that nothing changes, with the recent addition of the footpath 
at Bramham Primary School following months of work! 

Those familiar with the work of Simon Pegg and Nick Frost of Cornetto Trilogy fame will know about 
“the Greater Good” – rest assured (?) that the same logic was applied by West Yorkshire Police in May 
of 1978. When pushed to act on the use of ‘noisy motorbikes in the quarry’ (believed to be the quarry 
that used to be near The Willows) they responded that they had not acted as they “thought they were 
better there than on the road”! 

To end, a question - there was mention in January of ’76 of a Jack Russell-Yorkshire Terrier called Spot 
who went missing on 2nd December of ’75 – does anyone know if he was ever found?  

If you have information to add then please email cliffordhistorygroup@gmail.com 
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From the May 2025 Annual Parish Council meeting  

 
The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm at Clifford Village Hall.  
The meeting dates for 2025 are: January 15th, February 19th, March 19th, April 16th, May 21st, June 
18th, July 16th, August – no meeting, September 17th, October 15th, November 19th and December 17th. 
The agenda and minutes are published at www.cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Residents are welcome to attend Parish Council Meetings and there is a public participation session 
before the Council meeting starts. If there are any issues you would like to raise with the council, but 
you are not able to attend the meeting, please contact clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

Parish Council Appointments 
At the Annual Meeting on the 21 May 2025 Cllr Nicholas Fawcett was re-elected as Chairman of the 
Council for 2025/2026 and Cllr Tony Blackmore was re-elected at the Vice-Chairman of the Council for 
2025-2026.  Appointments to the Council’s Committees, Working Groups and lead responsibilities were 
also approved.  Full details are available at 
https://cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk/members-of-clifford-parish-council/ 
 

Parish Council Audit 2024/2025 
The Annual Governance and Accountability Report has been approved and sent to the council’s 
external Auditor, along with the Annual Governance Statement and Financial Statements.   
Further information about the accounts  is available at https://cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk/accounts/  
 

Rhodes Lane 
A site meeting has taken place on Rhodes Lane to consider road safety issues raised by several 
residents. Ward Cllr Stables, representatives from the Parish Council and LCC Highways attended.  
LCC Highways are considering several actions including: cutting back hedges to improve visibility, 
improving the road surface, widening the road and installing speed signs. The Parish Council will 
forward data from the mobile SID about vehicle numbers and speeds on Rhodes Lane. LCC Highways 
will consider reducing the speed limit to 20 mph.  
 
 

Leeds Local Plan Consultation 
Leeds City Council is currently reviewing its Local Plan – the key document that sets out how land 
across the area will be used for things like housing, employment, transport, and green space in 
the years ahead.  As part of this review, a Call for Sites plan has now been published, and LCC 
will be holding a public consultation over the summer. 
 
This is a vital opportunity for residents to help shape the future of Clifford. The Local Plan guides 
decisions on where new homes might be built, which areas should be protected from 
development, where new roads and schools could go, and how we tackle climate change locally. 
This is a chance for all residents to get involved in shaping how Clifford looks, feels, and functions 
over the next 10, 15, or even 20 years. 
 
Details of how to take part will be made available by Leeds City Council, and updates as the 
consultation opens will be published on the Council website 

 
 
.  
 

Contacting the Parish Council  
Email  clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk if you have any questions or comments for the Council, 
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Clifford Village Hall Trustee Retirements 
At the 2025 AGM in May, three long-standing Trustees tendered their resignations. Glennis  
Allan, Owen Milligan, and Pauline Winterburn had collectively given over 70 years of dedicated 
service to the Village Hall and will be sadly missed. 
A presentation was made at the end of the meeting to mark their incredible achievement, and 
a vote of thanks was made, which we are sure is echoed by the whole village. May these 
absolute stalwarts enjoy their well-earned retirement 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dog Fouling  Would the person who is allowing their dog to continually foul the area near the 
plant outside Clifford Methodist Chapel please refrain from doing so. It would appear to be the same 
dog on many occasions and the owner must realise this is happening.  Many thanks. 
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Gardener’s Corner- for owners of a window ledge, patio or a fully flung outdoor space! 
 
Happy July everyone!! If you are looking for a plant to fill a space and add height, consider 
introducing some globe artichokes or cardoons into your borders or vegetable garden. They bring 
architectural drama with their silver toothed foliage for many months of the year and delicious round 
artichoke flower heads in the summer. 
Globe artichokes can be grown from seed or by taking offsets from the sides of existing plants. It is a 
perennial (coming back every year) and so you will need to prepare the ground. Dig in well rotted 
manure or compost and add grit and leaf mould to help drainage in heavy soils. 
Sow seeds indoors in pots in March or April on a warm windowsill, then plant out in mid- late May. Cut 
off any flowers in the first summer so that they can become stronger plants. In late autumn remove old 
stems and dead foliage, and mulch thickly with straw or autumn leaves. 
 
To do now 

● Eat outside and enjoy the outdoor space- make the most of all your work so far, looking after 
and growing plants 

● Water containers, and use whatever you can to conserve water, perhaps put a mulch such as 
bark chips or gravel, onto the soil. 

● Move plants that may suffer from excessive heat or direct sunlight, into the shadier places 
around your house 

● If you don’t have one already get a water butt installed 
● Prune ornamental and fruiting cherry and plum trees. Winter pruning can lead to sap leaking 
● Hedges that need trimming can be done, now that the nesting birds have flown 
● Sow lettuce every 2 weeks- you can do this in a pot on your windowsill, in prepared ground or in 

a raised bed. This will give you a crop over the next weeks 
● No space outside? Try a new herb or two to have on your windowsill. Maybe rosemary, thyme, 

chives, dill or fennel. There are many ideas and recipes for using them online or social media. 
 
Future proofing Have a walk around your space and do a ‘summer review’.  Make a note of what 
is great and what is not so great.  If you have any spaces, plan for what you could fill it with next year. 
The catalogues/online shops are out now for autumn planted bulbs, so you can even start thinking 
about some new ones to try. 
 
Mindful moment  I really believe that getting outside- or even indoors with the window open- and 
tending any plants, can boost both your mood and your physical fitness. And some of you will already 
know the expression for gardening as ‘the green gym’.  Here are some benefits of gardening: 

● improved strength and stamina 
● calorie burning 
● relaxation 
● better movement and balance 
● a healthier heart           Justine Incoll  

Private Gardener in Clifford, Boston Spa and surrounding villages.  
Queries welcome 07969386997 

 

Summertime Writing at St. Luke’s Church, Clifford 

We all enjoy reading memoirs, but why not write about your own life? Or create a short story, or even a 
poem, based on your memories? Writing, like reading, is an absorbing activity, with many exciting and 
enjoyable possibilities. So, here is your summertime opportunity to meet up at St. Luke’s where Victoria 
Gausden and Jane Sellars will explore the art of writing with you and inspire you to get to work on your 
own memoir. 

There will be 6 writing workshops on Thursdays over the summer on 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 July and 7 
August between 2 and 4 pm, with a fee of just £15 for the whole programme. 

To book your place please call Vicky on 07703 468476. 
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BOOK SALES AT CLIFFORD VILLAGE HALL 
 

Thank you all! 
 

I would like to thank you all on behalf of the Clifford Village Hall 
Supporters for the very generous donations of books for the book 
table at the Village Hall, and also for purchasing the books from 
which we made just under £500 last year.  A fantastic result and we 
are very grateful. 
 
If you have any up-to-date paperbacks that you would like to 
donate or return, I'm only too happy to receive them for the book 
table. 
 
Thanks again on behalf of the Clifford Village Hall Supporters 
Group. 
Helen Chambers, Village Hall Book Sales Organiser (07588 
602164) 
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OUT AND ABOUT 
Wild Clifford  We are all aware of the recent very dry weather in April and May with gardeners 
and farmers concerned about its effect on flowers and crops.  So it came as something of a surprise on 
a visit to Northways and St. Edward’s wood areas to see that they are nevertheless so prolific and 
profuse in their continual  ‘wilding’. The central growth at the wood is now very strong with some fruit 
trees within the wild patch.  Some of the  older apple trees have branches bent down from previous 
years and look to be repeating the performance this year.  Hopefully the crop will be the same again 
and will be enjoyed by those who pick them. St. Edward’s wood has a new fence between itself and the 
churchyard.  The boundary to the north has been reduced giving a better view towards Boston Spa and 
the whole plot is beginning to look more open.   
At Northways the trees planted almost twenty years ago are becoming something of  a minor forest.  
Bird song has  increased during its lifetime.  Its informal management has resulted in the creation of 
various equally informal paths through it.  The area nearest to St. Luke’s church where there are very 
tall poplar trees, now well over 50 years old, is completely covered by petasites otherwise known as 
butterbur or winter heliotrope.  Don’t nick a bit for your garden as it will cover everything else very 
quickly.  Elsewhere in recent weeks we have had cow parsley which Monty Don praises for his garden 
even though some class it as a weed.  Another prominent one has been cleavers with its tiny white 
flowers followed by the ‘sticky buds’.  Prettier is pink campion.  What else can you find?  Enjoy sitting 
on the benches to watch the wildness.  Don’t let the A1(M) spoil the ‘mindfulness’.  Think of its original 
name - Great North Road. 
 
Corner Cottage Work seems to be proceeding on renovation of this long- standing Clifford house 
which has a remnant linked to the historic ‘toft and croft’ part of the  village.  It’s in a prominent position 
on the busy road  to Bramham so it is one of the first buildings that people visiting our village encounter.  
It has been unoccupied for quite a long time.  It will be good to see it returned to its previous 
appearance. 
 
CLIFFORD WALKERS OUTING  15TH MAY  ADDINGHAM 

Twelve members of the walking group gathered in Addingham, a village next to Ilkley.  As is becoming 
the case these days there were more ladies (8) than men (4).  Come on chaps and join in for enjoyable 
and interesting days out!  We left our cars and crossed the footbridge over the river Wharfe on a largely 
cloudy day.  We wondered how long it would take the water under us  to reach Boston Spa. Probably 
not suitable for playing pooh sticks! 

 We soon found ourselves on a quiet well-surfaced road obviously very 
popular with cyclists.  We soon arrived at the village of Nesfield where 
there was an interesting bit of history as described on the  plaque 
reminding us of how the postal service used to be.  The  shelter and its 
surroundings provided a welcome coffee stop.  Continuing on the road 
we then reached the one and only serious climb of the day.  Most stiles 
were well-kept and offered no problem.  Among us we saw wild life of 
hare, deer and, above us, a buzzard.  Carrying on through the lovely 
countryside we eventually reached the outskirts of Ilkley with its grand houses.  We made our way, via 
bridges, to the park at the town side of the river where we stopped for lunch.  It’s a lucky town to have 
such an open space for residents to enjoy. 

We returned to  Addingham along the Dales Way,  partly alongside the river.  In the village we passed a 
house, formerly a mill, with its adjacent weir indicating that it had a water-wheel for power.  So Clifford 
and Addingham have something historical in common.  On the way home we then gathered at a new 
Garden Centre at Ilkley -  Moss and Moor - for an enjoyable  tea and cake.  Thank you David and Anne 
Hovell for constructing a walk full of interest and variety. 
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B&B - Holiday Cottages 
 

B&B and 2 cottages in Boston Spa 

1 cottage in Bramham 

01937 845592 David & Anne Watts 
www.fourgables.co.uk 
info@f ourgables.co.uk 

DOUGLAS YEADON  
HARDWARE  

 
FOR ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD NEEDS 

 
• DIY Tools; Timber; Fixings 

• COOKSHOP Pots & Pans 

• EASIYO Yogurt makers 

• SECURITY Locks; Key cutting 

• GARDEN Composts; Seeds; Etc. 

• DECORATING Paints & Woodcare 

Dulux Colour Tinting Centre 
 

FREE L OCAL  DELIV E RY  
 

169 HI G H S T REET, BOS T ON SPA  
  01937 842338  

www.d ougla s yeadonhar dware.co. uk  
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For more information about these and other printing 
solutions for the Hospitality sector, contact:

Andrew 07733 026416  •  andrew@a1press.co.uk

PRESS LTD
PRINTING SOLUTIONS

Unit 715C • Thorp Arch Estate • Wetherby • LS23 7FY
 Tel: 01937 588750 • www.a1press.co.uk

Litho Print Large  
Format

Promotional 
Merchandise 

Direct Mail
Creative
Digital Print

Short Run 
Packaging

For more information about these and other printing 
solutions for the Hospitality sector, contact:

Andrew 07733 026416  •  andrew@a1press.co.uk

LOCAL ADVERTISING FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Cost effective advertising for local businesses
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Your advertisement will reach 870 households in Clifford each month.

For further details email: cliffordoutlookadverts@gmail.com
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CLIFFORD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Private Hire
Hourly, Half or Full Day

For Meetings, Parties, Clubs &
Exercise Classes

Booking Secretary 07464 833273
bookings.cliffordvillagehall@gmail.com

www.cliffordvillagehall.org.uk


