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PILATES
Classes at Bramham Village Hall:

Tuesday 7pm and 8.15pm
Wednesday 6pm
Class via Zoom

Friday 9am
Classes are suitable for all abilities

Fiona Harris 07906 937352
fionacharris44@gmail.com

Charming Stone Cottage in Aberford, LS25
Looking for a weekend retreat or short-term let? 
Pump Hill Barn offers:
•T wo beautifully furnished bedrooms
• Fully equipped kitchen, conservatory and utility room
• Private garden to relax outdoors
Close to Leeds &Y ork, with easy access to the M1,A 1 & M62
it’s perfect for getaways, relocations or interim housing. 
We welcome guests with one well-behaved dog.
Tel: 0113 281 3541 or 07470 342471 
Visit our website: www.pumphillbarn.co.uk
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REMEMBER YOUR ID — Challenge 25 in operation. 
Entry £6 (cash or card). U18s admitted free with paying adult.
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June 17th, July 15th, September 16th, 
October 21st , November 18th and 
December 16th.
(No meeting in August)

PARISH COUNCIL - 
APRIL 2026 MEETING

The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month at 7.30 pm at Clifford Village Hall.  
The remaining meeting dates for 2026 are: 

The agenda and minutes are published at
www.cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk

Residents are welcome to attend 
Parish Council Meetings and there 
is a public participation session at 
before the Council meeting starts. 

If there are any issues you would 
like to raise with the council, but 
you are not able to attend the 
meeting, please contact 

clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk  

RESIDENTS ARE 
WELCOME

DEFIBRILLATORS
The Council has approved a grant to replace the defibrillator cabinet at the Albion Pub. The 
council funds several defibrillators in Clifford to help protect residents and visitors alike. 

A cardiac arrest can happen to anyone, at any age, and often without warning. When this 
happens, every minute counts. Immediate CPR combined with the use of a defibrillator can 
more than double a person’s chance of survival while waiting for the ambulance service to 
arrive. Defibrillators are designed to be used by everyone. They are safe, simple, and provide 
clear spoken instructions throughout the process. The device will automatically assess 
the casualty and will only deliver a shock if one is needed. You cannot accidentally harm 
someone by using it.

In an emergency, always dial 999 first. The ambulance operator will guide you through CPR and, if 
appropriate, direct you to the nearest defibrillator and provide the access code if the cabinet is locked. 

Knowing where your nearest defibrillator is located could one day help save a life. As well as the Albion 
Pub, there are defibrillators at the Village Hall, Northways Playing Field and the Clifford Community 
Sports Ground. 

PLAYGROUND 
DEVELOPMENT
 
The Council had approved a grant of 
£60,000 towards the redevelopment of 
the playground at the Village Hall.  The 
Village Hall have committed £10,000 
towards the project and further grants 
will be applied for.  Quotes have been 
obtained from three contracts.  Following 
consultation with residents, it is intended 
that the new playground will have a zip 
wire, accessible items of play equipment 
and separate areas for toddlers and older 
children.  There will also be seating for 
parents and carers. 

CLIFFORD COMMUNITY 
SPORTS GROUND
The Council is funding improvements to 
the road surface at the entrance to the 
ground. 

CONTACTING THE 
PARISH COUNCIL
Email: 
clerk@cliffordparishcouncil.gov.uk 
if you have any questions or 
comments for the Council

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
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Antisocial Behaviour 
The Trustees of Clifford Village Hall are deeply 
concerned by an episode of antisocial behaviour 
which occurred a few weeks ago in the Children’s 
Playground.

Disgusting graffiti was scrawled on pieces of 
equipment, and the waste bin was upturned with 
rubbish left around the area. A sign was also 
uprooted.

A Trustee erased the graffiti the next day and the 
Chairman of the Parish Council righted the bin and 
cleared the rubbish.

The incidents have been reported to West Yorkshire 
Police, who have agreed to increase PCSO activity in 
the park area.

We have CCTV coverage throughout the hall area, 
and this extends to the area of the playground.

It is disappointing that we have to involve the police, 
and we hope that, with this warning, we will see no 
further behaviour of this nature.

Playground Update

The Trustees are very pleased to announce that 
they have chosen a design and a supplier to replace 
the children’s playground at the end of the gardens. 
The playground is approaching the end of its usable 
lifespan after 25 years of good use.

A comprehensive consultation by the Trustees 
to canvass the needs of all children using the 
playground included a village questionnaire, focus 
meetings and open days to showcase various 
designs. Assistance and input into the design 
have also been provided from our Clifford Parish 
Councillors, Wetherby Ward Councillors and also from 
Leeds City Council Officers on access, diversity and 
current legislation.

Designs and quotations to meet the resulting design 
brief were provided by a number of suppliers.

The design chosen is from a company called ESP 
Play Ltd. The plan will be on display at the Clifford 
Beer Festival on Saturday 27th June.

The cost of the project is approximately £160,000.

The Parish Council has generously promised a 
donation of up to £60,000 and with the £10,000 the 
Village Hall has raised so far, we have a great start 
towards the total required.

Our fundraising is greatly helped by the work of a 
village resident who has huge experience in obtaining 
grants for such projects and we are also liaising 
with Wetherby Ward Councillors to access any 
government funds available.

If you wish to help with the fundraising 
effort, or make a donation, please email: 

cliffordvillageplayground@gmail.com

Temporary Closure for  
Clifford Beer Festival

Due to the Clifford Champion Beer Festival; the Village Hall, 
grounds and playground will be

CLOSED to the general public from

Friday 26th June, at 7.00pm, 
and will re-open on 

Sunday 28th June at 10.00am
Apologies for any inconvenience.

www.cliffordbeerfestival.co.uk

janedavies383@gmail.com

cliffordoutlook@gmail.com for general enquiries
and articles for inclusion in the magazine

CLIFFORD OUTLOOK CONTACT EMAILS
cliffordoutlookadverts@gmail.com

for advertising enquiries and rates
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Kepwick and the Cleveland Way
16 April 2026

Six walkers met at a gated car park at Kepwick just north 
of Maltby. The walk started with a steady climb up onto 
the high moors to join the Cleveland Way which is also the 
course of the Hambleton Drove Road an ancient way of 
getting cattle and sheep to the concentrations of population 
in the growing cities at the start of the industrial revolution. 
Once on the moors the walking was level with a broad path. 
Horses, mountain bikers and walkers all sharing the route. 
We even came across four men playing an impromptu 
game of cricket! 

We stopped to eat our sandwiches choosing a bowl in the 
landscape to shelter us from the fresh breeze, enjoying 
watching the birds flying in the gusty wind and listening to 
their calls. We dropped down into the valley stopping at a 
lime kiln. Further along we could see the route of a tramway 
which was used to carry limestone from the quarry down to 
the valley. The top part of this was a gravity powered a 1 in 
5 incline where a rake of loaded tubs pulled a rake of empty 
tubs back up as it descended. A horse drawn tramway 
continued for three and a half miles to get the limestone to 
the kilns at Leake. 

We regrouped at the Carpenters arms at Felixkirk for a 
refreshing drink. We enjoyed dry weather with many sunny 
intervals. Thanks to Alan and Liz for an interesting and 
scenic walk.

Walking the Village Bounds
on Saturday 13th June 2026

Meet outside St Edwards Church at 1.30 p.m. 
(At the junction of Chapel Lane and High Street)

The Walk is about 6 miles mostly on level paths, pavements 
and tracks with a couple of stiles towards the end of the 
walk and the only climb being up the steps of the bridge 

over the A1.

There are opportunities to return to the village at several 
points along the route if 6 miles is too far.

Wear sensible footwear and bring a waterproof just in case. 
If there has been rain some paths may be muddy.

Bring refreshments for a short break on the way round.

The map shows the parish boundary which we will follow 
as closely as possible, avoiding the part down the middle of 
the A1 and navigating around the two sections where there 

is no public right of way

St Mary’s C of E Primary School playing field
and the

Permissive path alongside the beck between Willowgarth, 
Windmill Road, and Bramham Road

Well behaved dogs welcome  

The Local History Group wishes to make it clear that all 
participants on the walk take part at their own risk.

The Group is not responsible for the condition of any part of the route. 

Amblers Walk
Wednesday 17th June 2026

Meet at the Village Hall at 09:30 am for a 3 to 4 mile stroll 
around the area.

All welcome!

CLIFFORD WALKING GROUP

The June walk on Thursday 18th June will be led by David Corns

GRASSINGTON/CONISTON
Leader		  David Corns
Date		  18th June 2026 at 10.15am (NOTE TIME)

Distance		  6.7 miles
Park/start		  Grassington Visitor Centre using 		
		  National Car Park (£6 all day)

Walk through the town and join the Dalesway before branching off to 
Coniston. Return journey via Grass Wood and the Wharfe.
Easy to moderate walking with a mix of habitats and lovely views.
Lots of sand martins, swallows and curlews.

Afternoon refreshments at The Old School Tea Rooms in Hebden.

All are welcome but if you are new to the 
group please ring 07587 174587
in case of changes.

Contact | Lyn Parkin Tel | 07717 323 894 Email | lynparkin2@gmail.com
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Thank you for supporting 
THE BUILD
Martin House Children’s Hospice is about to enter an exciting new era, as we prepare to open our new-look 
hospice to families, following our major £21.9m rebuild and refurbishment project, THE BUILD.

At this pivotal moment, we want to say thank you to our local communities, for supporting Martin House and 
helping us to achieve our vision. 

To everyone who has helped us raise the money we needed to achieve this transformation, we say thank you.
And to everyone living near Martin House during this major building project, we say thank you for your patience 
and understanding while we worked to safeguard the future of our service.

Now, we have an amazing new building, with new facilities 
to meet the growing needs of children and young people 
with life-shortening conditions. This includes a new 
hydrotherapy pool, wellbeing suite and improvements 
like larger bedrooms with integrated hoists and ensuite 
bathrooms, plus piped oxygen to beds.

And we also have a new education centre, allowing us 
to share our expertise with healthcare professionals from 
across the region and beyond, to help more children and 
young people receive the expert palliative care they need.

This is only the beginning. The bricks and mortar are just 
the foundation. What truly brings Martin House to life is 
the care, expertise and compassion of our staff, as well 
as the community of supporters that make it all possible.

Within our new walls, children and young people with life-shortening 
conditions will experience the comfort and dignity they deserve. 
Families will build memories to last a lifetime.

CLIFFORD LADIES
Thursday 11 June 2026 - My Lockdown Hobby

How Chris Goodliffe’s search for the perfect birthday present for a dear friend turned into an unexpected and 
fascinating journey into the world of antique silver.

Meeting at 7:15pm for 7:30pm start in the Meeting Room, Clifford Village Hall.

Everyone is very welcome.  Bring your friends along too.
If you require further information please contact Helen: 07588602164 or Yvonne: 07960962048

Looking forward to seeing you there. 
Annual membership £20; Visitors £5 each meeting.
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Boston Spa College

In the 19c it was still normal for only boys 
to be educated at school, unless girls came                                                                                
from an affluent family. In those days if boys wanted to further their 
prospects, they had to be privately educated. 

Boston Spa College for Boys was such a school, it was opened in 
1867, a Rev Dr Brewer assumed the lease in a large property in the 
village, which had recently been constructed for the purposes of 
being a school. He was born in Norfolk in 1813. He was teaching in 
London until 1863 when he became Principal at Hyde Park school, 
Leeds. An article in the Leeds Mercury (ref BNA) 1867 records 
that he was the Principal at Stourton (Stutton) Grove academy. 
Nr Tadcaster. Whilst there he wanted to increase the number of 
boarders, the building was unsuitable, the school closed shortly 
afterwards.

When Rev Dr Brewer, opened Boston Spa College, the property 
had twelve bedrooms, and an extension was being constructed. 
Instead of stables and outbuilding a dining room and a further twenty 
bedrooms above, where constructed instead.

The prospectus included the following, Music, Ancient & Modern 
languages, English, Drawing and Drilling, etc. Adverts to attend the 
school were placed in local papers and included their cost per term, 
“Charges per term under 12 years of age 30 Guineas per annum, 
above 12 years of age 35 Guineas. A junior department for youths 
under 9 years of age 25 Guineas per annum’’.

An article in the Leeds Mercury (ref BNA) for early 1871 printed that 
Dr Brewer’s library was up for sale containing 3000 volumes. When 
the 1871 census was taken there was 38 Scholars boarding, various 
servants and two assistant teachers.

In 1872, Dr Brewer retired from the college and teaching and 
returned to London, he died in March 1875, he is buried at Abney 
Park Cemetery, London.

Following his departure from the college the next Principal was a 
Dr Payton M.A PhD., again articles were inserted in newspapers to 
advertise costs and when the next term was due to begin. 

In the Leeds Mercury (ref BNA) in 1875 it reported that Dr Payton of 
Boston Spa College was moving to Devonshire Hall, High Harrogate, 
and that the former college will be closing.

In the Boston Spa News (ref BNA) May 1875, an article appears as 
follows:

“ The premises known as Dr Brewers College, together 
with certain other new residences nearby and three fields 
contiguous, and situate between Clifford & Boston Spa, 

the property of Mr Greenwood, have been bought by Mr Augustine 
Grimstone, the son and junior member of the firm of Messrs 
Grimstone and Co, of Clifford Flax and Thread Mills, for the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Beverley, and, as we learn, the former for a deaf 
and dumb college.”

The Armchair Historian.
Is this the building mentioned in the May Issue of Outlook!
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One of the aims of the History Group is to study and involve the village community in 
achieving a wide understanding of the historical development of the village from the 
earliest times, so it was lovely to receive a request from one of our Brownies in the 
village asking for help in achieving her Local History Badge. She had been reading the 
articles in Outlook and so thought she would ask if she could meet someone from the 
group to help her with some questions that she had.

The request was to interview someone who had lived in the village for a long time.
This was her letter: -

I was asked to meet with her. She came with her mum, and 
we had a lovely long chat about all sorts, but Jessica’s initial 
list of questions were: 

•	 How long have you lived in Clifford?

•	 What was Clifford like when you moved here?

•	 How has Clifford changed?

•	 Were there more or less children then?

•	 Which was bigger, Clifford or Bramham?

•	 What shops were there?

•	 Where were the schools? Was Boston high school still there?

•	 What were the main village events every year?

•	 What’s the biggest event you can remember?

They were great questions, though we didn’t manage to get 
through them all. We did discuss how long I had lived here, 
and before that in Boston Spa, and how different Clifford was 
then. The fact that I could do all my shopping in Clifford, we 
had two grocers, a butchers, post office/newsagent which also 
sold lots of household goods, and a hairdressers. There was 
also a Garage that sold petrol. This would have been 1971/2. 
Before then, there were a number of other businesses in the 
village.

Jessica and her mum did not realise that there was a Primary School here in the middle of the village, where St Edwards 
Wood and the adjoining houses now are. My children had a wonderful time there. It was terribly sad when LCC closed it. We 
also had a playgroup in the old school by the Methodist Church.

We maybe didn’t get through all the questions as we kept going off at tangents, telling stories about a bit of history e.g. the 
different wells in the village, but lunch was calling for Jessica and her mum, and I certainly enjoyed having a reminisce!!

The Brownie pack in Clifford is also a significant part of the history of the village, having started in 1953.

I’m pleased to say that we had a lovely letter and photo from Jessica to say that she had achieved her Local History Badge. 
Well done, Jessica!!

Interested to learn more, got some history to share or wish to get involved as a group member? 
Contact us at: cliffordhistorygroup@gmail.com

Clifford Drama Group – A special, one-off performance is coming!

On 4th July 2026 at 3.00pm in Clifford Village Hall, Clifford Drama Group will be hosting a very special ‘one-off’ afternoon event.  We will be 
performing, in memory of our late colleague and friend, Kathryn Whaley , “Beside the seaside”, a ‘play for radio’ written by Brian Oxberry.  

Set just after World War Two, it focuses on three different couples spending a holiday in a Scarborough B&B run by a ferocious landlady.  

One of the parts was written with Kathryn in mind, as Brian and his family were also her close friends. We were therefore delighted that Brian asked 
if he and his daughter could perform it with Clifford Drama Group in honour of Kathryn.  Profits will go to Kathryn’s chosen charity.

To ‘sweeten’ this special celebration, we are including a cream tea in the one off ticket price of £5 per person.  What better way to spend a summer 
afternoon?  We do hope you can join us.   

Contact Ann on 07594 229357 or email cdgtreasurer2022@gmail.com to book tickets.
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The Village Hub
@

Bramham Village Hall

“A warm and welcoming place in the heart of your 
community”

“Run by villagers, for villagers!”
 

What’s On this Summer?
The Village Hub are continuing with our well-received 
series of free talks this Summer sharing information 
and stories about subjects of local and community 
interest including:

”A Dog is for Life!!” A talk by Sarah Greenhalgh, 
Community Fundraising Officer at The Dogs Trust’s 
Leeds Centre. On 27th July Sarah will be telling you all 
about the work of the Dogs Trust, the work they do to 
support dog-owners, and their mission to keep as many 
dogs as possible feeling safe, healthy, and happy with 
some tips for safe, responsible dog ownership.

“From Family History to Historical Fiction” A talk 
by Karen Charlton. On 7th September, Karen will be 
joining us to tell us about her life as an author. Karen 
is an international best-selling writer of historical crime 
fiction. Her first novel was based on the true story of a 
notorious ancestor, Jamie Charlton, who was convicted 
of Northumberland’s biggest robbery.  She has also 
written The York Ladies’ Detective Agency Mysteries, 
which feature a couple of enterprising young women 
who launch a private inquiry agency in York during 
WW2.

More talks are in the pipeline but in the meantime, 
other regular features in the coming months 
include….special “Royal Ascot” and “Wimbledon” 
menus in June..…, plus a “World Cup Bake Off 
Challenge” on 13th July……..and regular opportunities 
to “Meet Your Ward Councillors” at their monthly 
“surgeries”, when you can talk to them about any local 
issues that concern you.

Summer Concert Series

JU
N

E
 2

02
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Tel:12 WILLOW LANE
CLIFFORD
WETHERBY
WEST YORKSHIRE LS23 6JU 

07934 612812
01937 845903

BRICK & STONEWORK
DOMESTIC ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS

POINTING & PLASTERING
PAVING

PORCHES

Free Estimates & Advice

OUTLOOK
CONTRIBUTIONS

Material for publication must be 
received by noon on the 15th of the 

month prior to the issue in which it is to 
appear.

Send to:
cliffordoutlook@gmail.com

Articles and local issues are always 
welcome.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in OUTLOOK 
are entirely those of the contributors 

and are not to be considered endorsed 
by the editoral committee. Neither is 

the committee responsible for the 
information appearing in an advertise-
ment, the inclusion of which does not 

imply a recommendation for the goods 
or services described.



01937 588750

LOCAL ADVERTISING FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES
Cost effective advertising for local businesses

is always available in OUTLOOK
Your advertisement will reach 870 households in Clifford each month.

For further details email: cliffordoutlookadverts@gmail.com

CLIFFORD VILLAGE HALL
Hire the main hall or the meeting room by

the hour, half or full day or all weekend
For your meetings, parties, clubs, fitness

classes.

bookings.cliffordvillagehall@gmail.com
or Booking Secretary 07464 833273
www.cliffordvillagehall.org.uk


